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Community & Center 
Information

Free Movie Night
The Princess Bride will be shown on Friday, March 2nd, at Christ 
United Methodist Church, 400 5th Avenue SW, at 7:00 p.m.  This is a 
classic fairy tale with swordplay, giants, an evil prince, a hero, and, of 
course, a beautiful princess.  An enjoyable film that people of all ages 
will enjoy.
Light refreshments will be served. Everyone is welcome!

Caring Fund - You can help!
Wouldn’t it be nice if everyone had the opportunity to enjoy the 
programming and memberships here at the Senior Center?  Well, now 
they can!  It is called the Rochester Senior Center’s Caring Fund. 
Some seniors just don’t have enough to make ends meet, let alone the 
fun the Senior Center has to offer.  This is where you come in. Please 
consider making a donation to the Caring Fund.  Stop by the Business 
Office today and leave your tax deductible donation for the Caring 
Fund.  Let’s give everyone an opportunity to participate!  Thank you in 
advance for your help!

Senior Support Services

Food Support Outreach Program
For people age 60 and older
.

Food Support benefits can help buy 
the nutritious food you need for good health.

For information and assistance, please call Polly Hebig,
Senior Support Services Specialist, at (507) 287-1408
or

Ginnie Westfall, from Olmsted County, at (507) 287-1362.

Senior Support Services Specialist 
Polly Hebig is available to help you 
find a way through the maze of senior 
resources and programs.  Call her 
today at 507-287-1408 for any 
questions you may have regarding 
these resources or programs.

Oakwood  
    Cemeteries 

 
 
 
 
 
OAKWOOD…Peaceful haven with 
perpetual care since 1863 
 
OAKWOOD EAST…open in 1999 
providing beauty and t ranquility for 
years to come      
                 
OAKWOOD  
COLUMBARIUMS…public,   
physical closure for cremat ion ashes 
 
 

*Non profit  Association 
*Non denominational 

 

(507) 282-1608 

“The Tradit ion of Excellence Continues” 

Events at Stewartville
Senior Center:
Morning Coffee 8:00 a.m.  Monday - Friday
Afternoon Coffee 1:00-2:30 p.m.  Monday - Thursday

Walking Exercise every morning at 8:00 a.m.

Gentle Fitness Monday, Wednesday & Friday beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Cards (500) every Monday afternoon at 12:30 p.m.

Needles Club every Tuesday afternoon 1:00 pm

For more information on the Stewartville Senior Center, call Heather at 507-533-4787.

Cultures of the World –
Bosnia & Herzegovina

By: Prem Deep

Armin Budimlic is a very 
impressive person with incredible 
understanding.   I worked with him at the 
IMAA (Intercultural Mutual Assistance 
Association) in 1998.   Until 1999, he was a 
case manager.  His responsibility was to 
provide advocacy, support, employment and 
interpreting services for the program 
participants from Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
primarily to the refugees.  From 1999 to 2002, 
he worked as a Contract Services Manager.   
His services entailed overall monitoring of 
program performance outcomes in all programs 
administered at the Association.  He was also 
responsible for supervision and performance 
evaluation; and training and development 
opportunities for the direct service staff.  In 
2002, on his assignment as an Associate 
Director, I congratulated him for his promotion 
and asked him about his current duties.   He 
said, “Besides my responsibilities as a Contract 
Services Manager, now my additional 
responsibility is to determine the technological 
needs of IMAA and I’m also responsible for 
managing the internal computer network.”

Armin was born in Prijedor, Bosnia and 
came to the USA as a refugee but was granted 
the US citizenship in 2000.  Along with his job, 
he continued his education.  In 2005, he had his 
BS in business administration From Winona 
State University and is currently enrolled in the 
MBA program with St. Mary’s University.

Why he came to Rochester, about this he 
said, “I chose Rochester because my brother 
Elvis and his wife Sebiha were the first 
refugees from Bosnia and were settled in 
Rochester in 1993.  When I got the job at 
IMAA and as my family had settled here, I also 
decided to make Rochester my permanent 
home.”

About Rochester, he said, “Although 
Rochester is considered to be a smaller city, yet 
the diversity is significant.  About 65-70 
different language-speaking groups live in the 
Olmsted County.  As I deal with the people of 
different communities, according to my 
observation, it is my belief that the immigrants 
come to the USA looking for better life for 
themselves and their families.”

country faces tremendous odds, yet, a variety   
of local and international organizations are 
working to create peaceful communities in 
which Bosnian Muslims, Bosnian Serbs and 
Bosnian Croats can live together.’

Official name is the Republic of Bosnia  
and Herzegovina.  It is an emerging  
democratic country.  Head of the     
Government is the Prime Minister, capital 
Sarajevo and official languages are Bosnian, 
Croatian and Serbian.  Main religions are 
Muslims, eastern orthodox Christians, and 
Roman Catholics.   Ethnic groups consist of 
Bosniak (Muslims), Croats and Serbs.   
Literacy rate in the regions is 94.6 % and 
current unemployment rate is 45.5 %.  The 
family loving people are known for   
hospitality.  Favorite sports are soccer, 
basketball, ice-skating, skiing, fishing,    
hunting and hiking.  According to three    
ethnic groups, their festivals are Ramadan, 
Christmas and Krsna Slava (Serbs).   With     
the rebirth of the nation, art, literature and 
manufacturing industries are making progress.   
Remarkable feature is that the families are 
helping families after all the hardships they   
had suffered. 

“How would you compare the life style of 
both the countries?” To this he replied, “There 
is a great influence of the Western life in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina but the people still seem to be 
more family oriented and more devoted to the 
families.”

I asked him, “Besides Bosnia and the USA, 
have you traveled to other countries also?   If so, 
what are your impressions of those countries?”
He said, “I’ve been to Croatia, Slovenia, Austria 
and Sweden.  I have found Sweden as an 
extremely well organized country that cares for 
its citizens.”

“By the way,” he continued, “I have friends 
from Somalia, Mexico, Cambodia, Vietnam, 
Laos, Sudan, India (he looked at me and smiled) 
and many other countries.”

“Out of all the 
countries and 
out of all the 
people you 
have met, what 
country 
appealed you 
the most?” He 
replied, “I love 
America.  A 
great county to 
live but my 
heart is in 
Bosnia as I was 

born there.  My family ties are with my father 
Arif and my mother Muniba.  I have five 
brothers and sisters – Mirzet, Fatima, Muris, Tifa
and Elvis.  Mirzet, Fatima and Elvis live in 
Rochester with their families.  My sister Tifa and 
her family live in Sweden and my brother Muris
and his family live in Slovenia.” Armin’s wife 
Samka is a lab assistant and they have two 
children – daughter Amra and son Alladin.        

Coming back to the regions of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, they are situated in the 
southeastern Europe.  The area is slightly smaller 
than Louisiana or West Virginia.   The 
population is close to Minnesota.  Border 
countries are Croatia, Montenegro and Serbia.  
The country attained its independence in 1992 
with initial peace agreement in 1995.   Since 
2004, the mission of the country is to maintain 
peace and stability in the country.  According to 
Eric Black of Star Tribune, ‘Although the

Bosnia & Herzegovina

Armin and his family

Armin at 
work

Bad Weather may force closings, cancellations.
If the weather looks uncertain, tune into your local radio station for information regarding the closing of 

the Rochester Senior Center.  All local radio stations will be notified if the Center closes.

The Senior Center follows the local school district’s decision on closing.  Thus, as soon as the Rochester 
School District closes, the Rochester Senior Center will close.

If the Center is closed, all Center activities, programs, and classes are canceled.

For weather related closings for each of the dining sites in Rochester, Eyota and Stewartville, please listen 
to your local radio station.  The dining sites do not automatically close when the Center closes.

Activity Cancellations due to Retired 
Treasures Sale

The following activities are cancelled due to set up for RTS:  Bingo (3/26), 
Pinochle (3/26), Exercise (3/26, 3/28, 3/30), Silver Treads (3/27), Ping Pong
(3/27, 3/29), Drop In Bridge (3/28), Young at Heart Singers (3/38), 500 Cards
(3/29), Knitting (3/30)




