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Farm Bureau backs some local GOP challengers

Local News
Page edited by Adam Bergstrom, abergstrom@postbulletin.com 

The Minnesota Farm 
Bureau is backing Repub-
lican challengers over 
some Rochester DFL 
incumbents.

The bureau announced 
it planned to endorse Mike 
Rolih over Rep. Kim Norton 
and Charlie O’Connell 
instead of Rep. Tina 
Liebling. The group’s politi-
cal action committee did 
endorse some area Demo-
crats, including Rep. Andy 
Welti of Plainview and all 
three of Austin’s lawmak-
ers, Rep. Robin Brown, Rep. 
Jeanne Poppe and Sen. Dan 
Sparks.

The farm bureau has 
been opposed to a proposed 
railroad bypass south of 
Rochester — something 
both Norton and Liebling 
have supported. But Chris 
Radatz, public policy direc-
tor for the bureau, said 
support for the bypass was 
not a factor in the endorse-
ment. Rather, he said, the 

bureau was focused on the determining the 
candidates’ positions on a few key issues, 
including biofuels, rising property taxes on 
farm property, and proposals to increase 
state restrictions on crop protection prod-
ucts and animal care.

The bureau has not made an endorsement 
in the Senate District 30 race between DFL 
Sen. Ann Lynch and former Republican 
state Rep. Carla Nelson. Radatz said the 
bureau may make an endorsement later.

Also endorsed were Senate Minority 
Leader Dave Senjem, R-Rochester, House 
candidate Duane Quam, R-Bryon, Rep. Gene 
Pelowski, DFL-Winona, Rep. Greg Davids, 
R-Preston, Rep. Tim Kelly, R-Red Wing, Rep. 
Steve Drazkowski, R-Mazeppa, and Senate 
candidate John Howe, R-Red Wing.

No tax reciprocity reinstatement
During a visit last week to Rochester, 

outgoing Minnesota Commissioner of Reve-
nue Ward Einess said he does not expect 
Minnesota to reinstate the tax reciproc-
ity agreement with Wisconsin in the near 
future.

“We’ll see if there is any kind of an appe-
tite (to reinstate it). It would probably be at 
least two years before it could be brought 
back,” he said.

Part of the problem is that reinstating the 
reciprocity deal would cost a one-time fee of 
$100 million, he said. That comes at a time 

when state lawmakers will be faced with an 
estimated $6 billion budget deficit. Another 
issue is that data detailing how many Minne-
sotans are working in Wisconsin and vice 
versa is way out of date. Einess said there 
needs to be a study to update those figures.

The reciprocity agreement allowed resi-
dents who cross the border for their jobs to 
pay income taxes in their state of residence. 
Later, the two state governments would 
settle up the tax payments. But Minnesota 
ended the deal because of concerns about 
how long it was taking Wisconsin to send the 
state its money.

Ultimately, he said, filing two tax returns 
is easier thanks to computer software and 
should not pose too big of a burden for resi-
dents.

“I think when the dust clears, it will be a 
non-issue,” Einess said.

But Sen. Sharon Erickson Ropes, DFL-
Winona, disagrees. She said the end of tax 
reciprocity will be a big burden for Minne-
sota residents, with the average worker 
expecting to see a $400 increase on their 
Wisconsin taxes. Ropes and Rep. Greg 
Davids, R-Preston, introduced a bill last 
session seeking to reinstate the tax reciproc-
ity agreement. Ropes said she plans to keep 
fighting to get it restored.

She added, “I know hundreds of workers 
who would disagree with the commission-
er’s statement. This is a hardship on a lot 

of families.”

Horner unveils new ads
IP gubernatorial candi-

date Tom Horner released 
a new 30-second TV ad that 
presents himself as the 
moderate choice. It features 
the image of a man with one 
red eye and one blue eye 
looking in different direc-
tions. A voiceover states: 
“For the past few years, the Republicans 
and the Democrats have only been looking 
one direction — too far to the right, too far 
to the left. Most of us would agree we need 
a governor with the vision to get Minnesota 
going in the right direction.”

Radio ads will also be running around the 
state featuring Horner’s mentor and former 
boss, former GOP U.S. Rep. Dave Duren-
berger. His campaign is also going for some 
laughs. They are planning to have ads above 
the urinals at the Minnesota State Fair that 
say “Too far right. Too far left. Not good in 
here. Not good in the governor’s office.”

 Heather J. Carlson covers politics for the Post-
Bulletin. Her Political Notebook column runs every 
Monday with items concerning political issues 
affecting southeastern Minnesota. She can be 
reached at hcarlson@postbulletin.com. Follow her 
on Twitter @PBhcarlson or visit her blog, Political 
Party, at Postbulletin.com.

VIEWFINDER / ARTIGRAS

Rolih

O’Connell

Horner

Above: Henna
artist Kayley Dahle 
was one of many 
who participated 
Saturday at
ARTIGras at Mayo 
Park in Rochester.

Left: The Otherwise
Actors, a troupe 
from Rochester 
Civic Theatre,
perform.
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ARTIGras draws crowd despite heat
By Mike Klein
mklein@postbulletin.com

Saturday’s ARTIGras in Rochester’s 
Mayo Park drew a good crowd with music, 
kids activities and arts vendors, despite 
the hot, humid weather.

“It was humid somewhat,” said Bari 
Amadio, executive director of the Roch-
ester Arts Council. “There was a constant 
flow of people, some from the farmers 
market; some had gone to Gold Rush Days. 
The music was incredible, and there was a 
big crowd for that.”

Amadio estimated the crowd was similar 
to last year’s 3,500, and many vendors said 
they want to come back next year.

The ARTiVillage featured more than 
100 artists and arts organizations display-
ing their various forms of art, and the 

ARTiStage showcased artists (singer-song-
writers, dancers, actors) on stage.

Many of the children’s activities in the 
ARTIKids section were popular. They 
included balloon animals, screen printing, 
the Children’s Museum Rochester’s Ready-
Set-Go Raceway and tree-inspired art proj-
ects. More than 200 children were able to 
do Northfield-based ArtOrg’s steamroller 
prints. Kids create a design and a steam-
roller rolls over it and presses out the 
print.

“We were very happy with way things 
turned out,” Amadio said.

Sponsored by the Rochester Arts Coun-
cil, with support from more than 20 local 
art organizations, ARTiGras is funded in 
part by the Southeastern Minnesota Arts 
Council.

To order reprints of 
these and other
Post-Bulletin photos, go
to Postbulletin.com and 
click on the Capture It 
logo on the home page.

For a slideshow of ARTIGras, 
go to Postbulletin.com

He’s the ‘face of the agency’
14-year-old is 
youngest volunteer 
at IMAA desk
By Christina Killion Valdez
ckillion@postbulletin.com

Mansour Mahadi’s profes-
sional demeanor, commitment 
to helping others and bilingual 
abilities all stand out.

Especially when you find 
out that the volunteer at the 
Intercultural Mutual Assis-
tance Association is just 14 
years old.

Yet in spite of his young age, 
Panloeu Chim, who is serving 
as Mahadi’s volunteer coor-
dinator, saw him as capable 
of serving at the front desk, 
making him the youngest 
volunteer to do so, she said.

“I put him on the front desk 
and told him it’s very impor-
tant. You are the face of the 
agency,” Chim said.

And while it took some 
mentoring in how to dress 
and what to say on the phone, 
Chim said she, like most 
other people when they find 
out Mahadi’s age, has been 
impressed by his abilities.

In addition to sitting at the 
front desk and answering the 
phone, Mahadi, of Rochester, 
also has helped clients fill out 
job applications and served as 
an Arabic translator for many 
Iraqi newcomers with limited 

English skills.
The chance for him to give 

back to the community is what 
prompted Mahadi’s parents 
to inquire about having him 
volunteer at IMAA earlier this 
summer.

When his family moved to 
Rochester almost 10 years ago 
from Sudan, Mahadi said they 
received support from IMAA.

“I know how his parents 
feel. You want to have your 
child be a good citizen,” Chim 

said. Yet, she told Mahadi that 
he deserves credit for follow-
ing through.

Mahadi, who volunteers 
for a couple of hours a day at 
IMAA, said he’s gotten a lot 
out of the experience.

“Everything here is cool,” 
he said. “Once I started volun-
teering I felt like an adult.”

And while he likes hang-
ing out with friends over the 
summer, Mahadi said, “I put 
my mind into this more.”

Michele Jokinen, mjokinen@postbulletin.com

Mansour Mahadi, 14, volunteers at the front desk of the 
Intercultural Mutual Assistance Association in Rochester. 
He is the youngest person to staff the IMAA desk.
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