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Event puts focus on refugees’ lives
8,000 in Rochester 
have fled their 
homeland
By Laura Horihan
lhorihan@postbulletin.com

About 80 Rochester resi-
dents enjoyed the morning sun 
as they walked around Silver 
Lake on Saturday as part 
of the Intercultural Mutual 
Assistance Association’s first 
annual Walk Around the 
World event to commemorate 
World Refugee Day.

IMAA program manager 
Courtney Lawson helped orga-
nize the walk, meant to raise 
awareness about the 8,000 
refugees in Rochester and to 

raise money 
to help them 
integrate into 
the commu-
nity.

P o n l o e u 
Chim of Roch-
ester, origi-
nal ly  from 
C a m b o d i a , 
helped set up 
prior to the 
walk.

“It’s very important for the 
community to know that refu-
gees come here and contribute 
to society,” Chim said.

She came to the U.S. 18 
years ago and has worked as 
a social worker for IMAA for 
the past 12 years.

“So many have come here 

and worked 
so hard to get 
into school,” 
Chim said. 
“Many give 
all of their 
h e a r t  a n d 
energy to the 
community.”

Seeing the 
array of walk-
ers meant a 
lot to Ahmed 

Osman of Rochester, who 
came to the U.S. as a refugee 
from Somalia 24 years ago.

“The walk is a true state-
ment of our mission at IMAA, 
but it also gives the local 
community a chance to inter-
act and learn more about what 
these refugees have experi-
enced,” Osman said.

Osman helps recruit and 
train refugees for jobs in the 
health industry and helps new 
arrivals find jobs.

Walkers were separated into 
groups, and each group was 
paired with a refugee.

Walkers were invited to 
learn about the different 
cultures, but the event also 
focused on why refugees are 
here and what their experi-
ences — both good and bad 
— have been since arriving in 
the states.

Osman said Rochester has 
welcomed refugees, but he’d 
like there to be a stronger 
connection.

“We already have that in 
schools and work places, why 
not communitywide?” Osman 

said. “One day we can be one 
community. That’s what we’re 
aiming for.” 

Laura Horihan covers news in 
Olmsted, Fillmore, Dodge and 
Houston counties. She can be 
reached at (507) 285-7619.
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Chim Osman

Scott Jacobson,  sjacobson@postbulletin.com

Participants in the Walk Around the World event Saturday 
at Silver Lake Park raise awareness about the refugees who 
live in Rochester.
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Lindeman’s Australia 
750 ml750 ml

$444

1400 N Bdwy., Rochester, MN (by Silver Lake) • 289-5575

Assorted BlendsAssorted Blends
ChardonnayChardonnay

CabernetCabernet

MerlotMerlot

Pinot GrigioPinot Grigio

MoscatoMoscato

ShirazShiraz

Pinot NoirPinot Noir

RieslingRiesling
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It’s Time to Change the Conversation!It’s Time to Change the Conversation!
Do You Wear Do You Wear 

Hearing Aids?Hearing Aids?
Have Background Have Background 

Noise?Noise?

Audibel Hearing Aid Centers

Call to make an appointment for your FREE hearing test 
and begin your FREE forty-fi ve day trial.

Rochester
2700 North Broadway

(507) 281-8989

Winona
71 East Second Street

(507) 452-2312

Red Wing
2835 S. Service Drive Ste. 210

(651) 388-1557 0%

Restaurants
No Problem!No Problem!
Road Noise

No Problem!No Problem!
Wind Noise

No Problem!No Problem!
Whistling Noise

No Problem!No Problem!
Clear Comfortable 

Hearing
No Problem!No Problem!

BRING IT ON!BRING IT ON!BRING IT ON!BRING IT ON!

FINANCING
with approved credit

*100% refundable deposit required

Do these issues keep you from participating in life? Do 
you want a listening experience that is easier and more 
comfortable than you have ever thought possible?
The NEW Anthem Plus by AUDIBEL is here! The Anthem 
Plus uses a combination of noise control and speech 
enhancement technology that until now has only been a 
concept by every hearing aid manufacturer in the world.
We know these are some lofty promises and you have every right to be skeptical, so 
please don’t take our word for it, come in and take advantage of our 45 day FREE 
trial*. Wear them everywhere you go BEFORE you make a purchase decision. If you 
wear hearing aids now you owe this to yourself to try one more time.

See and hear a demo at www. audibel.com

INTRODUCTORY
OFFER

SAVE $1,000 on a set of
Anthem Plus Platinum

Offer Ends 6-30-10

Visit our showroom
6301 Bandel Road NW, Suite 102, Rochester, MN

507-206-6656 | windowworld.com

•  Free Estimates
•  Financing Available
•  Lifetime Warranty
•  Low Price Guarantee

Take the challenge … Discover why more 
Americans choose us over any other 

remodeling company.

Rest easy. Window World Windows have 
earned the Good Housekeeping Seal.

Just a few of our satisfi ed customers.

Any Size
INSTALLED!

*Call Today for Details.

• White 
Double Hung

• Vinyl Replacement
• Insulated Glass

$$189189**“Very nice, professional and quick! Very pleased!”
— Mary from Rochester

“Very fast and timely, great job!”
— Josh from Rochester
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“Simply the Best for Less”

of Rochester, MN

We also carry Bay
& Bow Windows

$50 off per 
Window on Triple 
Pane upgrades.

Offer good thru
 June 30, 2010




